The Mill Pond

Volunteer Opportunities

"The Mill Pond is the origin
and the life blood of Marion."
—Don Gilmore, Village President
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Marion's early residents left us a legacy of beauty, utility,
and opportunity in the Mill Pond. It is our responsibility to
preserve and protect that heritage so that we may bestow it
upon generations that follow us. The Mill Pond is the heart of
our Village. To revitalize the Mill Pond will serve to revitalize
Marion.
The DNR has declared that the Mill Pond must be restored
or destroyed. For many decades, silt has been filling in the
pond, heating and muddying the water beyond the capacity
to sustain a healthy pond or river. Fish and wildlife native
to the river are disappearing, people no longer enjoy the
shallow mucky waters, access is limited by growth of invasive
plants along the shore. In short, the pond is becoming a
marsh. The Middle Branch south of the Mill Pond is no longer
"a blue ribbon trout stream" but an area prone to increased
flooding and destruction due to the inability of the current
dam to provide adequate flood control.
The Village of Marion is requesting public support and
fundraising initiatives to save the Mill Pond. The dam must
be updated before improvements to the pond itself can
be implemented. Donations are being accepted at the
Village offices. Fund raising events are in the planning
stages. Volunteers and fund raising plans will be gratefully
integrated into a Village-wide effort to save the Mill Pond.
Help us to preserve Marion's heritage and bestow the legacy
of beauty, utility, and opportunity upon those who follow us,
thank you.

Many volunteers say it is the most rewarding and meaningful
work they have ever done. Opportunities such as cash
donations, working at fund-raising events, sponsoring fundraising events, and professional services are based on personal
comfort levels and interests.
Please call us at 231-743-6801 or email
marionclerk@sbcglobal.net.

Save the Mill Pond!
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The Gift of a Legacy

If you would like to make a memorial donation in honor of
your loved one, please contact the Village offices at
231-743-6801.

Need more information?
Doug Cutler	  231-667-7696
Don Gillmore	 231-510-8520
Jack Nehmer	 231-499-6388
Roger Pritchard	 231-920-1150
Ross Richards	 231-920-9620
Bob Ryan 	 231-920-0932
Julie Traynor	 231-743-2743
Connie Zuiderveen	  231-388-0874
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Marion Mill Pond Project
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•
•
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Marion Heritage

In 1875 Christopher Clarke, Marion founder, millwright,
and foreman of a gang of lumbermen arrived here to find
only forest and a river. He dammed the Middle Branch River
and he built a mill. Because of the business and community
development around Clarke’s mill, when the railroad came
to Michigan it was routed through our emergent town, yet
to be named the Village of Marion. The subsequent boom in
population and civilization led to the incorporation of Osceola
County’s final township in 1877: Marion Township. Our then
bustling center of activity in the new township was named
Marion in 1889. Today, the Mill Pond provides residents and
visitors alike with an opportunity to experience the legacy that
Christopher Clarke left behind.
In the 1930s, the Mill Pond became even more well known
for its recreational opportunities thanks to construction of the
dam that stands to this day. Swimming and fishing on “Lake
Marion” were popular then and the shimmering body of water
became the crown jewel of the Marion community. During
the 1950s, there was a swimming pool built below the dam.
Villagers and visitors flocked to the beautiful spot throughout
the ‘50s and into the ‘60s. As decades slipped by, upstream
development and subsequent flooding changed the nature of
the Mill Pond and it began to fill in with silt.
Today, the Mill Pond stands as a historic landmark. People
still gather to fish, to celebrate, and to play. Swimming is no
longer a pastime due to the mucky mess the body of water has
become. The fish are dwindling, boating is rare. The Mill Pond
is now so shallow that on a summer day the herons can walk
about in the middle of it. The Department of Natural Resources
has declared that either the dam must be destroyed and the
Mill Pond drained—leaving an ugly scar in the middle of our
village—or the dam must be updated to improve flood control
and water quality.

We must raise $150,000 to meet DNR Requirements to
improve flood control and water quality.
The dam is sound, but the sluiceway south of the dam
must be replaced with a spillway that will better drain the
pond in the future.
Public support and financial backing is needed.
Donors will be recognized with a variety of permanent
structures around the construction
• There will be a viewing stand between the old and
new structures that will be paved with planks bearing
donor names or memories.
• $125
• Larger donations will be honored with a prominent
plaque commemorating the gift.
• Bronze—$250
• Silver—$500
• Gold—$1000

Once we have secured the future of the Mill Pond, further
improvements will spur the return of recreational use for all.
The Village of Marion will enjoy a resurgence of community
pride,activities, and accomplishment while residents and visitors
alike will have a plethora of entertainment options right here in
town. The following is a list of improvements still in discussion
stage.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dredging the muck to re-establish depth and water quality
Clearing shores for easier access
Boat ramp
Fishing
Beach
Bird watching benches

Who will pay for this?
People who believe in the future of Marion.
Do you have an idea?
Share it with us by contacting the Village offices
231-743-6801 or marionclerk@sbcglobal.net
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Our forefathers had
civilization inside
themselves, the wild outside.
We live in the civilization
they created, but within us
the wilderness still lingers.
What they dreamed, we live,
and what they lived, we
dream.
—T. K. Whipple, Study Out the Land, 1943

